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ment. But they were careful to avoid arousing
any conceit in him that might have guided his
course into perilous paths. It does not seem
either that the budding composer claimed blind
respect for his gifts. Music did not occupy a more
than normal place in his childish consciousness,

Janne grew up a healthy child with all the
interests, inclinations and bad habits characteristic
of it. His development had nothing in common
with that of an infant prodigy. In view of what
we know of him at a slightly older age we are
entitled to assume that he was more sensitive, at
times more introspective and dreamy than children
in general. But kind spirits had dropped healthy
seeds in his soul that promoted the healthy growth
and unperturbed harmonious development of his
youthful mind.

The boy had a great love of nature and his
relatives saw to it that it should be satisfied in
rich measure. Up to his seventh year he was given
a chance of breathing the healthy sea-air in the
Lovisa neighbourhood and enjoy the sight of the
smiling shores of the Nyland skerries and the
splendour of the wide, shimmering bays. After-
wards the summer was spent either with relations
near Lovisa or at Annila in Saaksmaki Here the
more solemn Tavastland landscape of the interior
met the eye of the growing boy. But even during
the years in which the summer was divided between
Saaksmaki and Lovisa the greater part of the